ESL CONVERSATION QUESTIONS

Transportation

Beginner (Al)
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Where do you like to walk?

Do you like to talk during taxi or rideshare trips? Why or why not?
Do you say hello to the bus driver when you get on?

Do you ever use a paper map? When?

Do you usually get a seat when you use public transportation?
Isthere a bus you take often? Where does it go?

Do you like walking aone or with someone? Why?

Do you ever ride a bike? Where do you go?

How do you feel after along walk?

When do you use ataxi?

Do you like to sit near the front or the back of a bus?

Do you like an open window when you ridein acar?
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Elementary (A2)
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Isit easy to get home after dark? Why or why not?

Tell me about atrip that took longer than you thought it would.
When it rains, do you travel the same way?

What do you carry when you have to walk far?

Tell me about awalk you enjoyed.

If you missabus or train, what do you do next?

How do you pay for abus ride?

Isit more enjoyable to walk in the morning or at night? Why?
When you take public transportation, do you like to sit by awindow? Why or why not?
Do you talk to people while you wait for aride? Why or why not?
If a passenger leaves something on a bus seat, what do you do?

If abus looks crowded, do you get on or wait for the next one? Why?
When someone gives you aride, do you offer to pay for gas?
How do you keep your bag out of the way on a crowded ride?
Where would you stop to rest during along walk?

What do you say when you know you will be late?

Do you feel calm or nervous when you wait for aride? Why?

Tell me about aride that felt far too crowded.

What bothers you most on along ride?

Are you walking more this year than last year? Why?
Doesreading in ataxi or bus make you feel sick?

Do you like to listen to something on aride, or do you like quiet?
What do you do if you get off at the wrong stop?

How do you pass a group of people on a narrow sidewalk?

If you ride a bike at night, what do you take with you?

When you get off, do you thank the driver?

What do you do if your bus pass does not work?
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Which trip takes the most time in a normal week?

When do you choose to walk instead of waiting for aride?

How would you choose an exit at atrain station you don't know?

Which regular trip leaves you most tired?

Tell me about atrip you take often. What do you notice on the way?

When is a cheaper trip worth the extratime?

When does a short trip feel long?

Tell me about atime you lost your ticket and had to explain why you didn't have aticket.
Do you remember your first trip somewhere on your own? What was it like?

What would you do if you missed the last train or bus?

When would you choose ataxi over abus or train?

Has the way you get around changed since you were a child? How?

How can you tell when a bike route is safe enough to use?

When you are lost, which helps you more: a street name or alandmark?

As a passenger, do you relax or watch the road?

Isthere aroute you avoid at certain times? Why?

Do you ever take alonger way because it feels safer? Why?

Do you ask for directions right away, or do you try to find the way yourself first? Why?
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58. Does acrowded ride change the time you leave?

59. Would you rather go somewhere alone or with someone else? Does it depend on the trip?
60. Which trip would you make more often if it took less time?

61. Doeswalking with someone change how fast you go? In what way?

62. What makes a meeting place easy to find?

63. Isthere a shortcut you use often?

64. What helps you relax on the way somewhere?

65. Whenisit okay to ask adriver to wait for you?

66. A passenger is playing music or video with sound on the train or bus. Would you speak to them or move
away?

67. What makes asidewalk hard to use when you are pulling a suitcase?

68. What makes awalk feel too far?

69. Haveyou ever tried a different route just for a change? What was different?

70. What makes abusride feel comfortable to you?

71. Where would you stand on a crowded bus or train, and why?

72. When someone starts talking to you during aride, what makes you want to keep talking?
73. When would you ask another passenger for a seat?

74. When would you book aride ahead of time instead of trying to get one when you leave?
75. Tell meabout abrief but strange or funny talk you had with someone during aride.
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If someone's bag is on the last empty seat, would you ask them to move it? Why?

What do you notice about how drivers treat people waiting to cross?

If your plans might change, would you pay more for aticket you could use later? Why?
What has made you move to another seat on a bus?

A taxi costs more than you expected. What do you do?

When is asking someone for aride harder than paying for one?

Have you turned down plans because getting back would be difficult?

Two people meet on anarrow path, one on foot and one on a bike. How should they pass?
How do you make plans when neither person knows exactly when they will arrive?

What do you do when a passenger wants to talk and you want some quiet?

What makes a crowded trip easier to handle?

Tell me about atime you missed an important announcement that seriously affected your travel plans.
Do you ever choose a route because you enjoy the view? What do you see?

How much does a steep hill or along walk from a stop affect your route?

Describe atrip that felt easier the second time. What helped?

If your household has one car, how would you decide who uses it first?
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Advanced (C1)

92. Whenisit fair to ask another person to drive you regularly?

93. Hasyour sense of areasonable travel time changed? What influenced it?

94. A freeride means you must leave before an event ends. Would you take it? Why?

95. What do you learn about a heighborhood by walking through it that you miss from ataxi?

96. Should aride-share driver be alowed to change the pickup point if it makes boarding safer but adds a
long walk?

97. What can amap app miss about how hard atrip will be?
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